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1020.1 STAFF ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
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1020.2 WISCONSIN COUNTY FOREST LAW (28.11) 

28.11  Administration of county forests.  

(1)  PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to provide the basis for a permanent program of county 

forests and to enable and encourage the planned development and management of the county forests for 

optimum production of forest products together with recreational opportunities, wildlife, watershed 

protection and stabilization of stream flow, giving full recognition to the concept of multiple-use to assure 

maximum public benefits; to protect the public rights, interests and investments in such lands; and to 

compensate the counties for the public uses, benefits and privileges these lands provide; all in a manner 

which will provide a reasonable revenue to the towns in which such lands lie.  

(2)  DEFINED. “County forests" include all county lands entered under and participating under ch. 77 

on October 2, 1963, and all county lands designated as county forests by the county board or the forestry 

committee and entered under the county forest law and designated as “county forest lands" or “county 

special-use lands" as hereinafter provided.  

(3)  POWERS OF COUNTY BOARD. The county board of any such county may:  

(a) Enact an ordinance designating a committee to have charge of the county forests and specifying 

the powers, duties, procedures and functions of such committee. The members of such committee shall be 

appointed pursuant to s. 59.13 and may include well-qualified residents of the county who are not 

members of the county board.  

(b) Establish regulations for the use of the county forests by the public and to provide penalties for 

their enforcement.  

(c) Appropriate funds for the purchase, development, protection and maintenance of such forests and 

to exchange other county-owned lands for the purpose of consolidating and blocking county forest 

holdings.  

(d) Enter into cooperative agreements with the department for protection of county forests from fire.  

(e) Establish aesthetic management zones along roads and waters and enter into long-term cooperative 

leases and agreements with the department and other state agencies or federal agencies for the use of the 

county forests for natural resources research.  

(f) Establish transplant nurseries for growing seedlings, from the state forest nurseries, to larger size 

for planting in county forests, but no ornamental or landscape stock shall be produced in such nurseries.  

(g) Establish forest plantations and engage in silviculture, forest management and timber sales.  

(h) Engage in other projects designed to achieve optimum development of the forest.  

(i) Enter into leases or agreements, for terms not exceeding 10 years, to explore and prospect for ore, 

minerals, gas or oil upon any county forest lands. These leases or agreements shall contain proper 

covenants to safeguard the public interests in the lands involved and to guard against trespass and waste. 

The county board shall require proper security to ensure that the person engaged in exploration or 

prospecting fully informs the county of every discovery of ore, minerals, gas or oil and restores the land 

surface to an acceptable condition and value if no discovery of valuable deposit is made or if county 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2077
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/59.13
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forest lands are not withdrawn from entry under this section. Before a lease or agreement under this 

paragraph is effective, approval of the lease or agreement by the department is required. If the department 

finds that the proposed lease or agreement fully complies with the law and contains the proper safeguards, 

it shall approve the lease or agreement.  

(j) Enter into leases for the extraction of valuable deposits of ore, minerals, gas or oil upon any county 

forest land. If the extraction can be accomplished without permanently affecting the surface of the land, 

extraction leases may be entered into and extraction may occur while the land remains county forest 

lands. If the extraction cannot be accomplished without permanently affecting the surface of the land, 

extraction may not commence until the land is withdrawn as county forest land. Before an extraction lease 

under this paragraph is effective, approval of the lease by the department is required.  

(k) Establish energy conservation projects which permit individual members of the public to remove 

up to 10 standard cords of wood without charge from county forest lands for individual home heating 

purposes. The county board shall limit removal of wood for energy conservation projects to wood that is 

unsuitable for commercial sale. The county board may require a permit to remove wood for energy 

conservation projects and may charge a fee for the permit to administer projects established under this 

paragraph. A county board shall restrict participation in projects established under this paragraph to 

residents, as defined under s. 29.001 (69), but may not restrict participation to residents of the county. No 

timber sale contract is required for wood removed under this paragraph.  

(4)  ENTRY OF COUNTY FOREST LANDS.  

(a) A county may file with the department an application for entry of county-owned land under this 

section. Such application shall include the description of the land and a statement of the purposes for 

which the lands are best suited. Upon the filing of such application the department shall investigate the 

same and it may conduct a public hearing thereon if it deems it advisable to do so at such time and place 

as it sees fit.  

(b) If after such investigation the department finds that the lands constitute a well blocked county 

forest unit or that they block in with other established county forest lands and are otherwise suitable for 

the purposes of this section it shall make an order of entry designating such lands as county forest lands. 

All county lands entered under and participating under ch. 77 on October 2, 1963 shall be designated 

“county forest lands" without further order of entry.  

(c) If the department finds that the lands are not suited primarily for timber production and do not 

otherwise qualify for entry under par. (b) but that they are suitable for scenic, outdoor recreation, public 

hunting and fishing, water conservation and other multiple-use purposes it shall make an order of entry 

designating such lands as “county special-use lands".  

(d) A copy of the order of entry shall be filed with the county clerk and the county forestry 

committee, and the order shall also be recorded with the register of deeds.  

(e) From and after the filing of such order of entry, the lands therein described shall be “county forest 

lands" or “county special-use lands", as the case may be, and shall so remain until withdrawn as 

hereinafter provided.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/29.001(69)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2077
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(4)(b)
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(f) The department may construct and use forest fire lookout towers, telephone lines and fire lanes or 

other forest protection structures on any lands entered under this section and the county clerk of such 

county shall execute any easement on or over such lands which the department may require for forest 

protection. The general public shall enjoy the privilege of entering such lands for the purpose of hunting, 

fishing, trapping and other recreation pursuits subject to such regulation and restrictions as may be 

established by lawful authority.  

(5)  MANAGEMENT.  

(a) On or before December 31, 2005, a comprehensive county forest land use plan shall be prepared 

for a 15-year period by the county forestry committee with the assistance of technical personnel from the 

department and other interested agencies, and shall be approved by the county board and the department. 

The plan shall include land use designations, land acquisition, forest protection, annual allowable timber 

harvests, recreational developments, fish and wildlife management activities, roads, silvicultural 

operations and operating policies and procedures; it shall include a complete inventory of the county 

forest and shall be documented with maps, records and priorities showing in detail the various projects to 

be undertaken during the plan period. The plan may include an application for aids under s. 23.09 (17m). 

The application will be considered an annual application for these aids during the 15-year period of the 

plan. The initial plan may be revised as changing conditions require. Upon the expiration of the initial 15-

year plan period, and upon expiration of each subsequent 15-year plan period, the plan shall be revised 

and shall be in effect for another 15-year period. If a plan under this paragraph is not revised upon 

expiration of the 15-year plan period, or if a plan under s. 28.11 (5) (a), 2003 stats., is not revised on or 

before December 31, 2005, that plan shall remain in effect until such time as that plan is revised and the 

revised plan takes effect.  

(b) An annual work plan and budget based upon the comprehensive plan shall be prepared by the 

county forestry committee with the assistance of a forester of the department. The plan shall include a 

schedule of compartments to be harvested and a listing by location of management projects for the 

forthcoming year. In addition the plan shall include other multiple-use projects where appropriate. A 

budget, listing estimated expenditures for work projects, administration and protection of the forest, shall 

accompany the annual plan both to be submitted to the county board for approval at the November 

meeting.  

(5m)  COUNTY FOREST ADMINISTRATION GRANTS.  

(a) The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bw), to counties 

having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund all of the following for one professional forester in the 

position of county forest administrator or assistant county forest administrator:  

1. Up to 50 percent of the forester's salary.  

2. Up to 50 percent of the forester's fringe benefits, except that the fringe benefits may not exceed 40 

percent of the forester's salary.  

(am) The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bw), to counties 

having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund up to 50 percent of the costs of a county's annual dues to a 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/23.09(17m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/28.11(5)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bw)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bw)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(4)
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nonprofit organization that provides leadership and counsel to that county's forest administrator and that 

functions as an organizational liaison to the department. The total amount that the department may award 

in grants under this paragraph in any fiscal year may not exceed $50,000.  

(b) The department may not make a grant under this subsection for a year for which the department 

has not approved the annual work plan that was approved by the county board under sub. (5) (b). The 

department may not base the amount of a county's grant on the acreage of the county's forest land.  

(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection if the county 

board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive county forest land 

use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 

(5r)  SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY GRANTS.  

(a) In this subsection, “sustainable forestry" has the meaning given in s. 28.04 (1) (e). 

(b) The department may make grants, from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bw), to counties 

having lands entered under sub. (4) to fund the cost of activities designed to improve sustainable forestry 

on the lands.  

(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection if the county 

board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive county forest land 

use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 

(6)  TIMBER SALES AND CULTURAL CUTTINGS.  

(a) Limitations. The county forestry committee is authorized to sell merchantable timber designated in 

timber sale contracts and products removed in cultural or salvage cuttings. All timber sales shall be based 

on tree scale or on the scale, measure or count of the cut products; the Scribner Decimal C log rule shall 

be used in log scaling. All cuttings shall be limited to trees marked or designated for cutting by qualified 

personnel recognized as such by the department.  

(b) Procedures.  

1. Any timber sale with an estimated value of $3,000 or more shall be by sealed bid or public sale 

after publication of a classified advertisement announcing the sale in a newspaper having general 

circulation in the county in which the timber to be sold is located. Any timber sale with an estimated 

value below $3,000 may be made without prior advertising. Any timber sale with an estimated value of 

$3,000 or more requires approval of the secretary.  

2. Timber sales shall be subject to presale appraisals by qualified personnel recognized as such by 

the department to establish minimum sales value. Appraisal methods and procedures shall be approved by 

the department.  

3. No merchantable wood products may be cut on any lands entered under this section unless a 

cutting notice on forms furnished by the department is filed with and approved by the department. Any 

unauthorized cutting shall render the county liable to the state in an amount equal to double the stumpage 

value of the cut products which amount shall be paid by the county to the state. If the county does not pay 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(5)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(5)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.04(1)(e)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bw)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(5)(a)
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the amount of such penalty to the state, the department may withhold such amount from future state 

contributions to the county.  

4. Within 90 days after completion of any cutting operation, including timber trespass, but not more 

than 2 years after filing the cutting notice, the county shall transmit to the department on forms furnished 

by the department, a report of merchantable wood products cut. The department may conduct any 

investigations on timber cutting operations that it considers to be advisable, including the holding of 

public hearings on the timber cutting operations, and may assess severance share payments accordingly.  

(c) Exception. Paragraph (b) 1. does not apply to any sale of timber that has been damaged by fire, 

snow, hail, ice, insects, disease, or wind. Timber damaged in that manner that is located in a county forest 

may be sold by the county forestry committee for that county on such terms and in such manner as the 

committee determines is in the best interest of the county.  

(7)  COUNTY FOREST CREDIT. The department shall set up an account for each county showing the 

lands entered; the sums previously paid under s. 28.14, 1961 stats.; the sums hereafter paid under this 

section; the sums previously received in the form of four-fifths severance tax collected pursuant to s. 

77.06 (5), 1961 stats.; the sums received as forestry fund severance share under this section; and the sums 

previously reimbursed to the state on withdrawn lands pursuant to s. 28.12 (4), 1961 stats. Whenever the 

forestry fund account of any county shows an overpayment of such severance tax or severance share as of 

June 30 of any year, the department shall return such overpayment to the county. All severance taxes 

previously paid by any county and deposited in the general fund shall be credited to the forestry fund 

account of the county. If such credit exceeds the balance due to the forestry fund account from such 

county, the overpayment shall be credited to the county and applied in lieu of future severance shares due 

to the state until the county account is balanced.  

(8)  STATE CONTRIBUTION.  

(a) Acreage payments. As soon after April 20 of each year as feasible, the department shall pay to 

each town treasurer 30 cents per acre, based on the acreage of such lands as of the preceding June 30, as a 

grant out of the appropriation made by s. 20.370 (5) (bv) on each acre of county lands entered under this 

section.  

(b) Forestry fund account.  

1. A county having established and maintaining a county forest under this section is eligible to 

receive from the state from the appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and (bs) an annual payment as a 

noninterest bearing loan to be used for the purchase, development, preservation and maintenance of the 

county forest lands and the payment shall be credited to a county account to be known as the county 

forestry aid fund. A county board may, by a resolution adopted during the year and transmitted to the 

department by December 31, request to receive a payment of not more than 50 cents for each acre of land 

entered and designated as “county forest land". The department shall review the request and approve the 

request if the request is found to be consistent with the comprehensive county forest land use plan. If any 

lands purchased from the fund are sold, the county shall restore the purchase price to the county forestry 

aid fund. The department shall pay to the county the amount due to it on or before March 31 of each year, 

based on the acreage of the lands as of the preceding June 30. If the amounts in the appropriations under 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(6)(b)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1961/28.14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1961/77.06(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1961/28.12(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bv)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bs)
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s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and (bs) are not sufficient to pay all of the amounts approved by the department under 

this subdivision, the department shall pay eligible counties on a prorated basis.  

2. The department may allot additional interest free forestry aid loans on a project basis to individual 

counties to permit the counties to undertake meritorious and economically productive forestry operations, 

including land acquisitions. These additional aids may not be used for the construction of recreational 

facilities or for fish and game management projects. Application shall be made in the manner and on 

forms prescribed by the department and specify the purpose for which the additional aids will be used. 

The department shall make an investigation as it deems necessary to satisfy itself that the project is 

feasible, desirable and consistent with the comprehensive plan. If the department so finds, it may make 

allotments in such amounts as it determines to be reasonable and proper and charge the allotments to the 

forestry fund account of the county. These allotments shall be credited by the county to the county 

forestry aid fund. After determining the loans as required under subd. 1., the department shall make the 

remainder of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) and (bs) for that fiscal year available for 

loans under this subdivision. The department shall also make loans under this subdivision from the 

appropriations under s. 20.370 (5) (bt) and (bu). 

3. All payments made under this paragraph shall be known as the “forestry fund account".  

(9)  COUNTY FOREST SEVERANCE SHARE.  

(a) Except as provided under pars. (b) and (c), on timber cut from lands entered as “county forest 

lands" the county shall pay a severance share of not less than 20 percent of the actual stumpage sales 

value of the timber. A higher rate of payment may be applied when agreed upon by the department and 

the county. When cutting is done by the county and timber is not sold or is sold as cut forest products the 

severance share shall be 20 percent of the severance tax schedule in effect under s. 77.06 (2). 

(ag) The severance share paid by a county to the state shall be credited to the forestry fund account of 

the county and shall be divided into 2 payments as follows:  

1. An acreage loan severance share payment that is equal to the product of multiplying the amount of 

the severance share paid by the county by the percentage of the balance due in the forestry fund account 

of the county that is attributable to loans made under sub. (8) (b) 1. 

2. A project loan severance share payment that is equal to the product of multiplying the amount of 

the severance share paid by the county by the percentage of the balance due that is attributable to loans 

made under sub. (8) (b) 2. 

(am) The acreage loan severance share payments shall be deposited in the conservation fund and 

credited to the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bq), and the project loan severance share payments shall 

be deposited in the conservation fund and credited to the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bu). 

(ar)  

1. Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) (c), if the sum of the unencumbered balances in the appropriations 

under s. 20.370 (5) (bq), (bt) and (bu) exceeds $400,000 on June 30 of any fiscal year, the amount in 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bs)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(8)(b)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bs)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bt)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bu)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(9)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(9)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/77.06(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(8)(b)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(8)(b)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bu)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.001(3)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bt)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bu)
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excess of $400,000 shall lapse from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) to the conservation fund, 

except as provided in subd. 2. 

2. Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) (c), if the amount in the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bq) is 

insufficient for the amount that must lapse under subd. 1., the remainder that is necessary for the lapse 

shall lapse from the appropriation under s. 20.370 (5) (bu). 

(b) No severance share payment is required if there is no balance due in the forestry fund account of the 

county. A severance share payment shall not exceed the balance due in the forestry fund account of the 

county.  

(c) No severance share payment is required for wood removed from county forest lands for energy 

conservation projects established under sub. (3) (k). 

(d) Of the gross receipts from all timber sales on the county forests 10 percent shall be paid annually 

by the county to the towns having county forest lands on the basis of acreage of such lands in the towns.  

(11)  WITHDRAWALS.  

(a)  

1. The county board may by resolution adopted by not less than two-thirds of its membership make 

application to the department to withdraw lands entered under this section. The county board shall first 

refer the resolution to the county forestry committee, which shall consult with an authorized 

representative of the department in formulating its withdrawal proposal. The county board shall not take 

final action on the application until 90 days after referral of the application to the forestry committee or 

until the report of the forestry committee regarding the application has been filed with the board. The 

application shall include the land description, a statement of the reasons for withdrawal, and any 

restrictions or other conditions of use attached to the land proposed for withdrawal.  

2. Upon the filing of an application to withdraw lands under subd. 1., the department shall 

investigate the application. During the course of its investigation the department shall make an 

examination of the character of the land, the volume of timber, improvements, and any other special 

values. In the case of withdrawal for the purpose of sale to any purchaser other than the state or a local 

unit of government, the department shall establish a minimum value on the lands to be withdrawn. In 

making its investigation the department shall give full weight and consideration to the purposes and 

principles set forth in sub. (1), and it shall also weigh and consider the benefits to the people of the state 

as a whole, as well as to the county, from the proposed use against the benefits accruing to the people of 

the state as a whole and to the county under the continued entry of the lands to be withdrawn. The 

department may conduct a public hearing on the application, if it considers it advisable, at a time and 

place that it determines, except that if the county requests a public hearing in writing, the department shall 

hold a public hearing.  

3. If the department finds that the benefits after withdrawal of the lands described in the application 

under subd. 2. outweigh the benefits under continued entry of the lands and that the lands will be put to a 

better and higher use, it shall make an order withdrawing the lands from entry; otherwise it shall deny the 

application.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(9)(ar)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.001(3)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bq)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(9)(ar)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.370(5)(bu)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(3)(k)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)2.
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4. If the application is denied, the county board may, by resolution adopted by not less than two-

thirds of its membership, appeal to a review committee. The department shall submit the findings of its 

investigation and of any hearing on a proposed withdrawal to the committee, which shall be composed of 

the following members:  

a. One member appointed by the county board submitting the application for withdrawal.  

b. One member who is appointed by the governor, who is from another county that has land enrolled 

under the county forest law, and who shall be chairperson of the review committee.  

c. One member appointed by the department.  

d. One member appointed by the University of Wisconsin from the College of Agricultural and Life 

Sciences.  

e. One member to be selected by unanimous vote of the appointed members or, if the appointed 

members fail to achieve unanimity, by the governor.  

5. The review committee appointed under subd. 4. shall, by majority vote within 60 days after 

receiving the findings of the department, do one of the following:  

a. Approve the application for withdrawal if it finds the proposed use to be of a greater benefit 

considering all losses and benefits to the people of the state as a whole, as well as to the people of the 

county.  

b. Provisionally deny the application for withdrawal giving specific reasons why it finds the proposal 

deficient and making any suggestions for revising the application to reduce the conflict of the proposed 

use with the public interest.  

6. If the committee approves a withdrawal under subd. 5., it shall notify the county board of its 

approval stating, as necessary, specific procedures to be followed by the county relating to the 

withdrawal. The county board may then by a resolution approved by not less than two-thirds of its 

membership, withdraw the lands from the county forest law and shall send copies of this resolution to the 

department and to the county register of deeds who shall record the resolution.  

7. If the committee provisionally denies the proposed withdrawal under subd. 5., it may consider an 

amended application for withdrawal upon presentation of the application and supporting information, or it 

may require additional investigation of the amended application by the department before reconsidering 

the application. Any additional investigation shall include additional public hearings if requested by the 

county, the department, or the committee.  

(b) If the application is approved the county shall reimburse the state the amounts previously paid to 

the county pursuant to sub. (8) (b) which reimbursement shall be credited to the county forestry fund 

account; except that the department may waive all or part of such reimbursement if it finds that the lands 

are withdrawn for a higher public use or that the amount of such reimbursement is unreasonable when 

compared to the value of the land. If the department has waived any portion of such reimbursement and if 

at any subsequent time the land ceases to be used for the purpose designated in the application for 

withdrawal, the full amount of reimbursement due the forestry fund account on the lands withdrawn shall 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)4.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)5.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(11)(a)5.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/28.11(8)(b)
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immediately become due and payable to the department and shall be credited to the forestry fund account, 

unless the department finds and determines that the lands will continue to be put to another higher public 

use in which case payments of such reimbursement may be deferred by the department so long as the 

lands are devoted to a higher public use. If payment is not made prior to the time of the next forestry aid 

payment to the county, forestry aid payments in an amount to be determined by the department shall be 

withheld until the amount due the forestry fund account is reimbursed.  

(12)  ENFORCEMENT. If at any time it appears to the department that the lands are not being managed 

in accordance with this section it shall so advise the county forestry committee and the county clerk. If the 

condition persists the department may proceed against the persons responsible for such noncompliance 

under s. 30.03 (4). 

28.11(13)(13)  REVIEW. All orders of the department made under this section may be reviewed under 

ss. 227.52 to 227.58. 

History: 1971 c. 215; 1975 c. 39 s. 734; 1975 c. 342; 1977 c. 29; 1979 c. 34 ss. 723 to 725, 2102 (39) (a); 1983 a. 27; 1983 a. 192 s. 

304; 1983 a. 424 ss. 2 to 5; 1985 a. 29 ss. 655ce to 655cg, 3202 (39); 1985 a. 182 s. 57; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a. 31, 79; 1993 a. 16, 

184, 301; 1995 a. 27, 201; 1997 a. 237, 248; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 16, 103; 2003 a. 242; 2005 a. 48; 2007 a. 20. 

Cross-reference: See also ch. NR 48 and ss. NR 1.24, 47.60 to 47.75, and 302.03, Wis. adm. code.  

A county forest withdrawal appeal review committee under sub. (11) (a) is not a state agency whose decisions are reviewable under 

ch. 227. Allen v. Juneau County, 98 Wis. 2d 103, 295 N.W.2d 218 (Ct. App. 1980). 

County boards cannot sell or exchange county forest lands without first withdrawing them from the county forest program under 

sub. (11). 66 Atty. Gen. 109.  

Conservation easements and restrictive covenants are permissible in county forests as long as they are consistent with and do not 

interfere with the purposes of county forests and the management plans properly developed for them under the county forest law. 

OAG 08-10. 
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1020.3 WASHBURN COUNTY MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 50 

Chapter 50 PARKS AND RECREATION 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Secs. 50-1—50-30. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. RECREATION AREAS 

Sec. 50-31. Penalties. 

(a) Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or omits or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this 
article shall forfeit an amount set forth in the county-owned lands ordinance schedule of deposits, as 
adopted by the county forestry committee on file in county forestry department, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and in default of payment, by imprisonment in the county jail for a term of not more than 30 
days or until such judgment is paid. Each day a violation exists or continues shall constitute a separate 
offense. In addition to these penalties, violators may be ordered by the county forest administrator to 
restore or make restitution for damages. Such orders may be enforced by civil action in circuit court.  

(b) Penalties for violations of section 50-34, 50-35, 50-36, 50-37 or 50-38 shall be enforced by the county forest 
administrator and his designee and/or may be enforced by the sheriff's department.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, §§ 9, 10, 3-17-1998) 

Sec. 50-32. Classification of areas. 

The areas within the county shall be classified as follows:  

(1) Class 1 recreation areas include the following:  

Slim Creek Flowage picnic area  

Leisure Lake picnic area  

Harmon Lake picnic area  

Loyhead Lake boat landing  

Wolf Lake boat landing  

Sawmill Lake boat landing  

Big McKenzie Lake boat landing  

Spider Lake boat landing  

Elbow Lake boat landing  

Long Lake dam site  

Birchwood dam site  

Sarona Wild River Trail Parking Area  

Trego Wild River Trail Parking Area  
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(2) Class 2 recreation areas are bounded by signs marked "Park Ordinances in Effect" and are as follows:  

Totogatic Campground  

Sawmill Lake Campground  

Leisure Lake Youth Camp  

Dugan Run Horse Trailhead and Campsites  

Harmon Lake Horse Trailhead and Campsites  

(3) Class 3 area shall be called the "Wild Riverway Zone" and defined as all county lands within 150 feet of 
the Namekagon River's edge.  

(4) Class 4 areas shall be as follows:  

State funded or county designated ATV trails  

State funded or county designated snowmobile trails  

Wild River Recreational Trail  

(5) Class 5 areas shall be all other county-owned and county forest lands not designated as class 1, class 2, 
class 3 or class 4.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 1, 3-17-1998; Res. No. 2006-74, 8-15-2006; Res. No. 2007-180, 11-13-2007) 

Sec. 50-33. Classification of new areas. 

All areas newly created by the board shall be designated either a class 1, 2, 3 or 4 recreation area, or a class 5 
area; and upon such classification, the conditions and restrictions imposed by this article shall apply to such area.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 2, 3-17-1998) 

Sec. 50-34. Prohibited actions in class 1 areas. 

No person shall within a class 1 recreation area:  

(1) Use such area as a campsite for overnight camping. Overnight parking is permitted at the Wild River 
Trail parking areas provided the use is associated with trail riding.  

(2) Dispose of trash or rubbish in any manner other than depositing in provided containers.  

(3) Discharge or keep an uncased or loaded firearm or weapon within the boundaries of such area.  

(4) Ignite an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) within such area unless such fire is in a 
fireplace, grill or other suitable container provided for or constructed to contain a fire by the county.  

(5) Use or be within a recreation area for any purpose, except boat launching and fishing, between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. of each day.  

(6) Cause damage to the natural features, resources, trails or facilities owned and operated by the county.  

(7) Leave an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) unless it has no smoke and the entire coal or 
ash bed is cool enough to touch with a hand.  

(8) Possess firewood that originates from greater than 50 miles from the area where the wood will be 
used. Firewood that is dried, debarked, smoothed, solid wood and is processed lumber is exempt. Dead 
and down wood is permitted to be gathered from county forest lands adjacent to the area for campfire 
purposes. Commercially bagged or bundled firewood from vendors within 50 miles is permitted.  
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(9) Peddle or solicit business of any nature; to post or cause to be posted any sign, picture, advertisement 
or other informational device without special permission of the forest administrator or designee.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 3, 3-17-1998; Res. No. 2007-180, 11-13-2007; Res. No. 93-08, 11-12-2008; Res. No. 23-12, Exh. 
A, 5-15-2012) 

Sec. 50-35. Prohibited actions in class 2 areas. 

No person shall within a class 2 recreation area:  

(1) Camp at any site other than an established site for camping.  

(2) Camp overnight or use any campsite or recreational facility without first registering and paying 
established fees.  

(3) Dispose of trash or rubbish in any manner other than depositing in provided containers.  

(4) Use any trash container or dumpster to dispose of trash or rubbish generated outside the park or 
facility.  

(5) Discharge or keep an uncased or loaded firearm or weapon within the boundaries of such area.  

(6) Ignite an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) within such area unless such fire is in a 
fireplace, grill or other suitable container provided for or constructed to contain a fire by the county.  

(7) Refuse to leave such area when directed to leave by the attendant in charge.  

(8) Take or keep within such area a dog unless the dog is kept at all times on a leash which prevents the 
dog from running at large.  

(9) Use or be within a recreation area for any purpose between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. of 
each day unless such a person is a registered camper, or is transporting watercraft to and from 
designated boat landings, or otherwise has the permission of the attendant in charge.  

(10) Cause damage to the natural features, resources, trails or facilities owned and operated by the county.  

(11) Keep more than two household pets per designated campsite. Horses, livestock or other domesticated 
animals are not permitted without written permission from the forest administrator or his designee. 
Horses, livestock or other domesticated animals are permitted at the Dugan Run and Harmon Horse 
Trailheads.  

(12) Leave any animal excrement within a developed area.  

(13) Operate any two wheel motorized vehicle including but not limited to motorcycles, dirt bikes, or mini-
bikes, unless it is a state licensed vehicle operating on park access roads open to the public.  

(14) Operate an ATV as defined by Wis. Stats. (1997-98) § 340.01(2g).  

(15) Possess or ignite fireworks, explosives, or pyrotechnic devices of any kind, except through special 
permit by the forest administrator or designee.  

(16) Operate a motor vehicle in excess of the posted speed limit.  

(17) Take firewood or any other vended product or service provided by the county without depositing or 
making payment.  

(18) Possess firewood that originates from greater than 50 miles from the area where the wood will be 
used. Firewood that is dried, debarked, smoothed, solid wood and is processed lumber is exempt. Dead 
and down wood is permitted to be gathered from county forest lands adjacent to the area for campfire 
purposes. Commercially bagged or bundled firewood from vendors within 50 miles is permitted.  
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(19) Camp overnight or use/occupy any campsite or recreational facility in any manner that is inconsistent 
with rules and policies as established by the Washburn County Forestry, Parks and Recreation 
Committee.  

(20) Peddle or solicit business of any nature; to post or cause to be posted any sign, picture, advertisement 
or other informational device without special permission of the forest administrator or designee.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 4, 3-17-1998; Res. No. 129-01, 3-20-2001; Res. No. 2006-74, 8-15-2006; Res. No. 2007-180, 11-
13-2007; Res. No. 93-08, 11-12-2008; Res. No. 23-12, Exh. A, 5-15-2012) 

Sec. 50-36. Prohibited actions in class 3 areas. 

No person shall within a class 3 area:  

(1) Camp or ignite a fire except on designated sites (designated sites are those where steel fire rings are 
provided by the county).  

(2) Ignite an open fire (meaning wood or charcoal) unless within a fire ring provided.  

(3) Leave an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) unless it has no smoke and the entire coal or 
bed is cool enough to touch with a hand.  

(4) Ignite an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) during department of natural resources red 
ban periods or when sites are posted for no open fires.  

(5) Occupy a single site for a period exceeding three days.  

(6) Refuse to leave an area in a camping facility when directed to leave by the forest administrator, sheriff, 
or their designees.  

(7) Dispose of trash or rubbish in any manner other than depositing in containers provided by the county.  

(8) Cause damage to natural features, resources, trails or facilities owned and operated by the county.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 5, 3-17-1998) 

Sec. 50-37. Prohibited actions in class 4 areas. 

No person shall within a class 4 area:  

(1) Use such area as a campsite for overnight camping.  

(2) Deposit trash, rubbish or any other litter.  

(3) Ignite or leave an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid fuel) unless the ground is 100 percent 
snow covered.  

(4) Cause damage to the natural features, resources, trails or facilities owned and operated by the county.  

(5) Operate any vehicle over 900 pounds unless on a state-funded, county forest gas tax road.  

(6) Use horses, skis or dog sleds, or operated motor vehicles other than snowmobiles on state funded 
snowmobile trails, other than the Wild River Trail, between December 1 and April 15 of each year, 
without special permission of the forest administrator or his designee. ATVs are permitted on 
snowmobile trails on county forestlands between December 1 and the end of snowmobile season.  

(7) Peddle or solicit business of any nature; to post or cause to be posted any sign, picture, advertisement 
or other informational device without special permission of the forest administrator or his designee.  

(8) Damage, deface, destroy, move, remove or possess any signs placed or contracted to be placed by the 
county forestry department.  
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(9) Operate any motor vehicle on the Wild River Trail or the Shell Lake Grade when department of natural 
resources fire danger is posted in the very high classification or higher.  

(10) Operate any two-wheel motorized vehicle, including but not limited to motorcycles, dirt bikes, or mini-
bikes.  

(11) Operate a motor vehicle in excess of the posted speed limit.  

(12) Operate a motor vehicle in excess of the speed limit posted within a timber sale or timber sale access 
deemed active by the forestry department.  

(13) Operate an ATV off of the surface of a state funded or county designated ATV trail unless operation is 
conducted on a trail designated open by the forestry committee under section 50-38(9).  

(14) Operate an ATV off of the surface of a state funded or county designated ATV trail into any wetland or 
riparian area.  

(15) Operate a motor vehicle on a designated ATV trail from April 1 through the first Friday before 
Memorial [Day] weekend, or when department of natural resources fire danger is posted in the very 
high classification or higher. The forest administrator may designate a closure earlier than April 1, or 
open specifically designated ATV trails prior to Memorial [Day] weekend. Any changes to trail closures 
shall be listed on the official county website and notification provided to Washburn County Tourism, 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the Washburn County Sheriff's Department. This 
section does not apply to the Wild River Trail or the Shell Lake Grade.  

(16) Operate a motor vehicle on a designated snowmobile trail on private lands when snowmobile trails are 
listed as closed unless such operation is conducted with the permission of the landowner.  

(17) Operation of motor vehicles on county forest lands on trails designated as official snowmobile trails is 
regulated under class 5 areas.  

(18) Park, stop or leave standing, whether attended or unattended, any vehicle which is blocking, 
obstructing, or limiting the use of any trail or gate access point.  

(19) Operate any motorized or non-motorized vehicle, or utilize any class 4 area in a manner prohibited by 
rule that is adopted by the Washburn County Forestry, Parks and Recreation Committee.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 6, 3-17-1998; Res. No. 2006-74, 8-15-2006; Res. No. 2007-180, 11-13-2007; Res. No. 32-09, Exh. 
A, 4-21-2009; Res. No. 23-12, Exh. A, 5-15-2012; Res. No. 26-13, Exh. A, 5-21-2013; Res. No. 58-16, 7-19-2016) 

Sec. 50-38. Prohibited actions in class 5 areas. 

No person shall within a class 5 area:  

(1) Use such area as a campsite for overnight camping except under a permit established by the forestry 
committee, and meeting one of the following criteria:  

a. With a tent or lesser facility.  

b. From September 15 through December 31, in mobile camping units attached to or part of a 
motor vehicle and on a site specifically designated as a campsite by the forestry committee.  

c. During the first nine days of the state's firearm deer season, in mobile camping units attached to 
or part of a motor vehicle, and only while off the road and its right-of-way and still within 200 
feet of a town road or county forest road with a minimum 16-foot road bed.  

(2) Camp in Casey, Chicog, Springbrook or Minong political townships in the month of April or May, or 
within the Wild Riverway zone.  

(3) Camp for a period exceeding nine consecutive days or as permitted by timber sale contract, the 
forestry committee or the forest administrator in writing.  
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(4) Litter or deposit trash or rubbish in any manner other than depositing it in containers provided by the 
county.  

(5) Refuse to leave such area in camping capacity when directed to leave by the forest administrator or his 
designee.  

(6) Cause damage to the natural features, resources, trails or facilities owned and operated by the county.  

(7) Cut or harvest any vegetation that is not to be eaten without permission of the forest administrator or 
his designee. This shall not be construed to permit harvest of vegetation otherwise controlled.  

(8) Operate a motor vehicle on county trails designated closed with a sign, gate or soil burden, or in an 
area designated closed by the forestry committee, without special permission of the forest 
administrator or his designee.  

(9) Operate a motor vehicle unless on an established trail designated open by the forestry committee.  

(10) Operate any two-wheel motorized vehicle, including but not limited to motorcycles, dirt bikes or mini-
bikes, unless it is a state-licensed vehicle on state-funded county forest roads.  

(11) Operate motor vehicles over 700 pounds in weight on trails that are gated and signed with the weight 
limit without special permission of the forest administrator or his designee.  

(12) Build, occupy or use any elevated platform or steps unless the structure and/or steps do not damage 
the tree. Any structure or steps that penetrate the bark of a tree are considered damaging.  

(13) Unless the ground is 100 percent snow covered, leave an open fire (meaning wood, charcoal or solid 
fuel) unless it has no smoke and the entire coal or ash bed is cool enough to touch with a hand.  

(14) Ignite a fire unless the ground is 100 percent snow covered in Casey, Chicog, Minong or Springbrook 
political townships, except for gas-fueled stoves, or within the Wild Riverway zone.  

(15) Peddle or solicit business of any nature; to post or cause to be posted any sign, picture, advertisement 
or other informational device without special permission of the forest administrator or his designee.  

(16) Leave any elevated platform unattended unless all of the following criteria are met:  

a. The elevated platform is clearly marked with the name and address, or DNR customer I.D. 
number of the individual placing or using the platform, with lettering of sufficient size to be 
visible from the ground.  

b. No more than one elevated platform or ground blind placed per person.  

c. Elevated platform is not left more than nine consecutive days.  

d. Elevated platform is a hang-on, self climbing, or ladder style.  

(17) Reserved.  

(18) Leave any commercial or hand-made blind unattended unless all of the following criteria are met:  

a. The ground blind is clearly marked with the name and address, or DNR customer I.D. number, of 
the individual placing the blind.  

b. No more than one elevated platform or ground blind placed per person.  

c. Ground blind is not left more than nine consecutive days.  

Ground blinds built entirely with natural, dead, nonmanufactured, on-site forest vegetation are 
permitted without restriction.  

(19) Remove fill, soil, ore, gravel or any mineral without written permission of the forest administrator or 
his designee.  
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(20) Disturb, dig or remove any artifact or historical article without written permission of the forest 
administrator or his designee.  

(21) Damage, deface, destroy, move, remove or possess any signs placed or contracted to be placed by the 
county forestry department.  

(22) Operate a motor vehicle on roads or trails designated for spring closure from April 1 through the first 
Friday before Memorial [Day] weekend, or when department of natural resources fire danger is posted 
in the very high classification of higher.  

(23) Operate an ATV on trails, roads or in the forest from April 1 through the first Friday before Memorial 
Day weekend, or when department of natural resources fire danger is posted in the very high 
classification or higher. The forest administrator may designate a closure earlier than April 1 by posting 
such closure on the official county website and notification to the Washburn County Tourism, the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and the Washburn County Sheriff's Department.  

(24) Possess firewood that originates from greater than 50 miles from the area where the wood will be 
used. Firewood that is dried, debarked, smoothed, solid wood and is processed lumber is exempt. Dead 
and down wood is permitted to be gathered from county forest lands adjacent to the area for campfire 
purposes. Commercially bagged or bundled firewood from vendors within 50 miles is permitted.  

(25) Park, stop or leave standing, whether attended or unattended, any vehicle which is blocking, 
obstructing, or limiting the use of any trail or gate access point.  

(26) Operate any motorized or non-motorized vehicle, or utilize any class 5 area, or trail within a class 5 
area, in a manner prohibited by rule that is adopted by the Washburn County Forestry, Parks and 
Recreation Committee.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 7, 3-17-1998; Res. No. 129-01, 3-20-2001; Res. No. 36-04, 3-16-2004; Res. No. 2006-74, 8-15-
2006; Res. No. 2007-180, 11-13-2007; Res. No. 93-08, 11-12-2008; Res. No. 32-09, Exh. A, 4-21-2009; Res. No. 23-
12, Exh. A, 5-15-2012; Res. No. 58-16, 7-19-2016) 

Sec. 50-39. Posting of signs. 

The forest administrator is directed to post signs in each of the class 1, class 2 and class 3 areas, which signs 
shall summarize the regulations set forth in this article and shall recite that the regulations are imposed pursuant 
to ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 22-98, § 8, 3-17-1998) 

State law reference(s)—Authority generally, Wis. Stats. §§ 28.11(3)(b), 59.56(9).  

Secs. 50-40—50-70. Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. GATHERING REGULATIONS ON 

FOREST LANDS 

Sec. 50-71. Penalty. 

(a) Generally. Any person gathering miscellaneous forest products without first obtaining a gathering permit 
shall be subject to all existing penalties provided in county ordinances, including trespass and timber theft 
charges. Any person who possesses a gathering permit, and gathers beyond the authority granted in the 
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permit, or who causes damage to the timber or miscellaneous forest products on county land, shall be 
assessed a forfeiture as set for appropriate violations in subsection (b).  

(b) Penalty for violation of sections 50-76(a) and 50-76(b): 

(1) Violators of section 50-76(b)(1), (3), (4) shall forfeit not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00.  

(2) Violators of section 50-76(b)(2) shall forfeit not less than $50.00 nor more than $400.00.  

(3) Each day of violation shall be a separate offense.  

(4) Payment of a forfeiture upon violation shall not preclude the county from seeking or obtaining 
restitution for wood taken in violation of this article.  

(Ord. No. 2-92, § IV, 3-12-1992; Ord. of 4-25-1995, § 5) 

Sec. 50-72. Permit required. 

Any treaty rights participant interested in gathering firewood, tree bark, maple sap, lodge poles, boughs, 
marsh hay or other miscellaneous forest products (except fruits, seeds or berries not enumerated in ordinances), 
from county-owned land shall obtain a county gathering permit from the county forestry office prior to the 
exercise of such gathering rights.  

(Ord. of 4-25-1995, § 1) 

Sec. 50-73. Application and processing. 

The county forest administrator shall prepare an appropriate application requesting pertinent information 
from all treaty rights participants who seek to gather miscellaneous forest products on county forest lands. This 
application shall be available upon request. Those treaty rights participants who seek to gather miscellaneous 
forest products shall provide proper identification and present a valid tribal membership card upon submitting an 
application with the county. Upon receipt of an application, the county shall respond to the gathering permit 
request no later than 14 days after receipt of the application. The response shall either grant or deny the request. 
Should the request be denied, the reasons for denial shall be set forth in the response of the county, including the 
basis for denial with specific reference to the limitations set forth in section 50-75. Any application which is 
incompletely or incorrectly prepared shall be returned within 14 days to the applicant with specific directions as to 
which portions of the application are defective.  

(Ord. of 4-25-1995, § 2) 

Sec. 50-74. Conditions in permit. 

A gathering permit shall indicate the location of the material to be gathered, the volume of the material to 
be gathered, and any additional conditions on the gathering of the material necessary for conservation of timber 
or miscellaneous forest products on county land, or for public health and safety. Treaty rights participants 
gathering miscellaneous forest products on county land may not be assisted in the gathering by any person other 
than another treaty rights participant. Treaty rights participants may not permit any person other than another 
treaty rights participant to tend or operate equipment involved in the gathering.  

(Ord. of 4-25-1995, § 3) 
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Sec. 50-75. Denial of gathering permit. 

The county may not deny a request to gather miscellaneous forest products on county property under the 
terms of this article unless the gathering:  

(1) Is inconsistent with the forest management plan for the property;  

(2) Will conflict with preexisting rights of a permittee or other person possessing an approval to conduct 
an activity on the property, including a contractor of the county; or  

(3) Is otherwise inconsistent with conservation or public health or safety.  

(Ord. of 4-25-1995, § 4) 

 

Sec. 50-76. Permit for taking or cutting wood. 

(a) Required. No one shall take or cut wood from county lands without first obtaining a permit for that purpose 
from the forest administrator or his designee.  

(b) Limitations. The following are limitations on use of permits:  

(1) The permit must be in the immediate possession of the permittee while cutting or taking.  

(2) No permit shall be issued except for cutting firewood for the personal use of the permittee or his 
immediate household, or his immediate family, which use shall be in the state.  

(3) No cutting is allowed within 100 feet of the Namekagon River.  

(4) No tops of branches may be left on roads, ditches, trails, lakes or streams.  

(c) Exceptions. Exceptions to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section are as follows:  

(1) Picnic and campfire use where wood will be used within three days.  

(2) Cutting otherwise authorized by the county; cabin permits, etc.  

(3) This section does not apply to logging contracts.  

(d) Cancellation authorized. The county reserves the right to cancel the permit for cause at any time.  

(Ord. No. 2-92, §§ I—III, V, 3-12-1992) 
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1020.4 FIRE CONTROL MOU 
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1020.5 WCFA ATV/UTV SUSTAINABLE TRAIL GUIDANCE 
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1020.6 WILD RIVER TRAIL MOA 
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 1020.7 TRANUS LAKE NATURAL AREA MOU 
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1020.8 SWIFT CAMP REVERSIONARY CLAUSE 
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1020.9 NORTHERN HARDWOOD MANAGEMENT MATRIX 

 
WASHBURN COUNTY FORESTRY – HARDWOOD MANAGEMENT MATRIX 

 
 
These guidelines have, and will be, applied to all northern hardwood stands scheduled for reconnaissance 
updates, regardless of the next scheduled management date.  For stands not due for a prescription in the near 
future, this matrix is intended to provide data for longer range planning.  When evaluating stands that are due for 
management on the WisFIRS schedule, they should be re-inventoried for crop trees, regeneration, ironwood 
competition, sedge and dieback; and evaluated through this matrix again to determine management direction.  
Please be aware that this guide is a “work in progress” and certain stands may require decisions that fall outside 
the scope of this document.  Please consult the property manager for direction on stands that do not fit within 
this matrix. 
 
1) STAND HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY MANAGED FOR NORTHERN HARDWOOD GOTO 2 
 (does not include aspen removals done 25 or more years ago) 
 STAND HAS NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY MANAGED FOR HARDWOOD GOTO 9 
 (includes aspen removals done 25 or more years ago) 
 
2) 50 OR MORE CROP TREES PER ACRE GOTO 3 
 LESS THAN 50 CROP TREES PER ACRE GOTO 5 
 
3) 5000 OR MORE PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE  
 All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines. (PRESCRIPTION 1) 
  
 LESS THAN 5000 PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE – GOTO 4 
 
4) LESS THAN 25% IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS AND LIGHT TO MODERATE IRONWOOD SAPLINGS 

All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines, WITH regeneration checks 
to determine future management.  Evaluate for development of sedge and ironwood. Re-evaluate 
stand on subsequent entries to determine future direction. (PRESCRIPTION 2) 
 
25% OR MORE IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS OR MODERATE TO HEAVY IRONWOOD SAPLINGS 
Even aged management with intermediate treatments at 120 basal area until rotation age.  Re-
evaluate stand for direction when reaching rotation age, but generally no more than 100 years on 
poorer sites and 120 years on better sites.  Evaluate hardwood stocking guides for B-Level stocking and 
retain 80% crown cover on first thinning and 90% on subsequent thinning.  (PRESCRIPTION 4) 
 

5) 5000 OR MORE PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE AND OVERSTORY IS 15+ HARDWOOD 
 GOTO 14 TO REVIEW OVERSTORY REMOVAL CRITERIA BEFORE CONTINUING (PRESCRIPTION 10) 
 
 5000 OR MORE PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE 

All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines.  Even though site has low 
crop tree numbers, retain the best available quality to develop age class distribution.  Be aware that 
stand evaluation is based on a 16” maximum size for crop tree identification.  Large diameter sawlog 
stands may be of very good quality, but is generally lacking sufficient crop trees per acre.  These stands 
are still managed under traditional all aged prescriptions. RETAIN TARGET RESIDUAL BASAL AREA 
REGARDLESS OF QUALITY (PRESCRIPTION 3) 
 
 
LESS THAN 5000 PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE – GOTO 6 
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6) LESS THAN 25% IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS AND LIGHT TO MODERATE IRONWOOD SAPLINGS – GOTO 7 
 
 25% OR MORE IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS AND MODERATE TO HEAVY IRONWOOD SAPLINGS 

Even aged shelterwood harvest with pre-sale ironwood mowing.  Shelterwood may be prescribed 
immediately or delayed until sufficient volume on the site to allow for merchantability concerns. 
(PRESCRIPTION 5) 
 

7) SEDGE COMPONENT MODERATE TO HEAVY 
Even aged shelterwood harvest with site preparation (either mechanical or chemical).  Shelterwood 
may be prescribed immediately or delayed until sufficient volume on the site to allow for 
merchantability concerns.  (PRESCRIPTION 6) 
 
SEDGE COMPONENT LIGHT TO MODERATE – GOTO 8 
 

8) MODERATE TO HEAVY CROWN DIEBACK / DETERIORATION 
Even aged shelterwood harvest without site prep or mowing, WITH regeneration checks to determine 
future management. (PRESCRIPTION 7) 
 
LIGHT CROWN DIEBACK / DETERIORATION OR LESS 
All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines, WITH regeneration checks 
to determine future management.  Evaluate for development of sedge and ironwood. Re-evaluate 
stand on subsequent entries to determine future direction. (PRESCRIPTION 2) 
 

9) 50 OR MORE CROP TREES PER ACRE  
All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines, WITH regeneration checks 
to determine future management.  Evaluate for development of sedge and ironwood. Re-evaluate 
stand on subsequent entries to determine future direction. (PRESCRIPTION 2) 

 
 LESS THAN 50 CROP TREES PER ACRE GOTO 10 
 
10) 40 OR MORE WELL SPACED ASPEN TREES PER ACRE (AGE 40+) 
 Regenerate the stand to aspen either in whole, or in part depending on composition and spacing of 
 aspen trees.  (PRESCRIPTION 8) 
 
 LESS THAN 40 WELL SPACED ASPEN TREES PER ACRE  GOTO 11 
 
11) 5000 OR MORE PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE GOTO 5 (PRESCRIPTION 3) 
 LESS THAN 5000 PREFERRED AND QUALITY SAPLINGS PER ACRE – GOTO 12 
 
12) 25% OR MORE IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS OR MODERATE TO HEAVY IRONWOOD SAPLINGS     GOTO 6 
 (PRESCRIPTION 5) 
 LESS THAN 25% IRONWOOD SEEDLINGS AND LIGHT TO MODERATE IRONWOOD SAPLINGS       GOTO 13 
 
13) MODERATE TO HEAVY CROWN DIEBACK / DETERIORATION OR 90 BASAL AREA OR LESS       GOTO 8 

(PRESCRIPTION 7) 
LIGHT CROWN DIEBACK / DETERIORATION OR LESS   
All aged regeneration harvest – first entry.  Stand has low crop trees per acre, but retain best quality 
stems for all aged management.  Evaluate regeneration to determine future management direction.  
(PRESCRIPTION 9) 
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14) If the stand has abundant, vigorous hardwood regeneration, dominated by saplings and the overstory 
is dominated by large diameter hardwood (without small saw or pole timber class), evaluate stand 
conditions for an overstory removal.  Remember that hardwoods are generally shade tolerant and 
overstory removals should be carefully considered before prescribing.  Criteria for evaluation include: 

 Overstory size, density and quality.  If the overstory is dominated by 20” high quality sawlogs 
and veneer and basal area is low, consider removal of overstory since they will likely not 
survive to first entry into pole timber stand. 

 Basal area should be considered as a criteria for overstory removal.  Lower basal area (60 or 
less) stands should carry a higher priority for overstory removal.  If basal areas are high than 
60, they should be evaluated for retaining overstory and gradually harvest larger trees 
through subsequent entries into the stand. 

 Evaluate stand health for crown dieback or decline.  If sufficient volume exists for 
merchantable sale and overstory is likely to not survive until next entry. 

 Can overstory be harvested without causing significant damage to regeneration. 

 If overstory is low quality with numerous cavities, den trees, cull trees, consider leaving the 
overstory as part of the age structure and allow them to gradually decline within the stand. 

  Composition of sapling class.  Higher percentages of mid-tolerant species may warrant a 
higher priority on removal of the overstory. 

  (PRESCRIPTION 10) 
 
 
ALL AGED (1) All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines. 
ALL AGED (2) All aged regeneration harvest at 120 basal area using traditional guidelines, WITH 

regeneration checks to determine future management. 
ALL AGED (3) Same as (1) except given the low crop trees per acre, retain best available quality stems and 

develop age class structure.   
EVEN AGED (4) Even aged management with intermediate treatments at 120 basal area until rotation age 

(evaluate stand conditions for shelterwood). 
EVEN AGED (5) Even aged shelterwood prescription with pre-sale ironwood mowing. 
EVEN AGED (6) Even aged shelterwood prescription with site prep for hardwood regeneration 
EVEN AGED (7) Even aged shelterwood prescription without site prep or mowing, WITH regeneration checks 

to determine future management. 
EVEN AGED (8) Aspen Coppice Cut 
ALL AGED (9) All aged regeneration harvest, first entry.  Low crop trees per acre, retain best available 

stems, evaluate WITH future regeneration checks 
EVEN AGED (10) Overstory removal (***In addition, evaluate site based on criteria 14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1000-52 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1000-53 
 

1020.10 TIMBER SALE INSPECTION CHECKLIST 

CONTRACTOR: 
 
Expiration  

CONTRACT: 
 

TRACT: 
 

PHONE: CELL: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paste Prospectus Language Here 
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Paste Prospectus Map Here 
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Insert scanned jpg of 2460 Narrative Here 
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PRE-SALE  CHECKLIST  CONTRACT #____________ 
Reviewed Sale File and Narrative, Including Silvicultural Prescription (Initial and Date): _____________ 
 
Cultural Work Complete: No Cultural Work Prescribed 
    Scarification – Straight Blade    ________acres: _________species 
    Scarification – Salmon/Root Rake ________acres: _________species 
    Other_________________      ________acres: _________species
  
 
Pre-Sale Meeting With Contractor: yes  Date:________________________ 
     No
 Reason:_______________________________________ 
 
Required Docs:  Workers Comp Expiration Date:_______________________________ 
   Safety Training Expiration Date & 
Individual(s)___________________________  
   Bond   Cash ILC Bond Blanket  
   List amount and expiration 
date:_______________________________________ 
 
Advance Payment: Yes  40%  Amount: $_________________ 
     $10,000 Other Amount $______________________ 
   No Explanation:________________________________________________
   
Outstanding Debts No Yes**FOREST ADMINISTRATOR MUST AUTHORIZE ANY SALE ACTIVITY 
Other  NHI Review Date:_____________ 
  Arch/Cult/Hist Date:_____________ 
Harvesting Restriction Compliance:  (Document any non-compliance reasons) 
Frozen Ground Restrictions  yes no Compliance yes no   
Biomass Restrictions   yes no Compliance yes no 
Oak Wilt Restrictions   yes no Compliance yes no 
Dry Summer Conditions   yes no Compliance yes no 
Endangered Resources   yes no Compliance yes no 
Chpt. 30 Permits (if any) secured yes no  Type:__________________________________ 
Driveway Permits (if any) secured yes no 
Rec. Issues Discussed w/ Contractor yes no Trail Type:______________________________ 
Caution Ahead Signs on Rec. Trails yes not needed 
Consulted Recreation Staff*  yes – date_________  No trail impacts 
   *all sales with recreational trail/facility impacts must be routed to Asst. Rec. Admin prior to sale start 
Operability Concerns (Row width, marking spacing, etc.)   yes no 
 
List any adjustments to sale, and summary of discussions with field forester and contractor. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Can sale operations start without causing damage? yes no **sale cannot be started  
 
Lock Box Placed and Tickets Issued yes no Date and Location of Box__________________ 
 
Other concerns, conditions, adjustments:  
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Timber Sale Notes      Sale # 

Document contractor activity, sale progress, wood scale, ticket collection, and any contract compliance 

issues.  Include any observations of issues relating to stump height, residual damage, rutting, BMP’s , 

endangered Resources, tree retention, biomass retention, etc. 

Date Timber Sale Administration Site Visit Notes 
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Timber Sale Closeout Checklist  Forester:______________________Date:___________ 

            Yes    No     N/A*    If checked no, explain 

Harvesting Complete    

All Designated Wood Harvested    

Final Wood Scaled    

Acceptable Stump Height    

Residual Damage Within Limits    

Rutting Damage Within Limits    

Hauling Complete    

BMP Compliance    

Compliance with ER, Invasive, etal     

Tree Retention Compliance    

Residual Cruise Completed     

Lock Box Picked Up     

Load Tickets Collected/Turned In     

Trails Repaired/Restored    

New roads mapped and reported to office     

Wetland Mats/other materials removed     

Gates Closed     

Gates in good condition (doc. needs)     

Berms Replaced     

RAP signage in place/current  (doc. needs)     

Contractor’s lock removed from gate     

Trail Reclamation Complete     

Invasive Species Noted on Site (document)    

Rec. Trails Repaired/Restored     

Rec. Trail Culverts/Drainage inspected     

Rec. Trail Signs Replaced/Restored     

Water diverted from new trails inter. Rec 
trails 

    

Assistant Rec. Admin. Notified (if applicable)     

Caution Signs Removed     

Final Payment Received    

Bond/ILC Release Notice to Office    

Adjustments to Prescription (itemize below)     

Silvicultural Prescription Met (itemize below)    

Any Post Sale Work Needs (itemize below)     

*only those categories with designated box may be marked as N/A 

Describe any adjustments made to timber sale including silvicultural practices, acres, roads, etc.:  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evaluate silvicultural prescription, marking, accomplishment of prescription goal (target BA, etc.) 
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____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post timber sale work needs (seeding, site prep, signs, gates, invasives, etc) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTICE ON INTENT TO START 
(TIMBER SALE ADMINISTRATOR TO DOCUMENT AND SUBMIT TO OFFICE UPON NOTIFICATION OF 

START BY TIMBER SALE CONTRACTOR) 
 
 

CONTRACTOR_GRINDSTONE ENTERPRISES     _____________________________    SALE # 
 
 
 
ANTICIPATED START DATE_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADVANCE STUMPAGE 
 
        $10,000               40%           OTHER_________________        MASTER LOGGER 
 
 
STUMPAGE 
 
  
        WHOLE TREE       BLENDED FORMULA 
 
 
        SAP PEELED (12.5%)      MACHINE PEELED (16%)   ROSSETTER TYPE PEELED 
(25%) 
 
 
 
SALE OPERATOR(S)_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
DATE OF NOTICE OF INTENT TO TOWNSHIP_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL NOTES____________________________________________________________________ 
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1020.11 TIMBER SALE EXTENSION POLICY 

Timber Sale Extension Policy 

Washburn County has been experiencing an excessive numbers of timber sale contracts under extension.  

There have often been specific contractors holding multiple contracts and a corresponding need for 

extension requests. 

The Washburn County Forestry Committee and the Forestry Department asserts an expectation that sales 

are to be completed during the original contract period as established in Section 500.5.2 of the Washburn 

County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2021-2035.  Timber sale contract extensions may be 

considered as described in Section 500.11.   

500.4.2 of the Plan dictates reservation of the ability of the committee to reject any or all bids, including 

a list of reasons why a bid may be rejected.  This list includes item “d”, “Timber sale contracts under 

extension at the time of bidding. 

In order to create an incentive for timber sale contractors to complete Washburn County timber sales 

within a timely manner, and to further clarify language contained within the county forest plan, the 

Forestry, Parks and Recreation Committee adopts the following policy relating to timber sale contract 

extensions. 

1. 1 year contract extensions may be granted, in accordance with 500.11, with a minimum of a 10% 

stumpage increase on remaining wood to be harvested. 

2. Contract extensions may also be granted in 3 or 6 month increments with a stumpage increase of 

0 to 10% at the discretion of the Committee 

3. The Forestry, Parks and Recreation Committee will not accept any timber sale bids from any 

timber sale bidder with a contract extension that is more than 1 year beyond the original contract 

expiration date. 

4. Bids submitted by contracts with sales extended beyond 1 year from the original contract 

expiration will be returned to the bidder unopened. 

5. Any bid or performance deposit, letter of credit, insurance, correspondence or other documents 

submitted as part of the timber sale bid, contract, or harvesting process are to be made or 

submitted solely in the name of the entity or individual listed on the original timber sale bid. 

6. Any contractor with sale extension more than a year beyond the original contract expiration 

must request a waiver in order to have bids considered by the Committee.  This request must be 

made to the Forest Administrator, in writing, at least 10 business days prior to the bid opening. 

7. Requests for waiver to #3 above may be approved by the Forest Administrator, and only under 

circumstances as follows: 

a. Contract extension is needed due to work being done on salvage operations in Washburn 

County. 

b. Weather conditions prohibited operations on the timber sale contract (at the determination of 

Washburn County) 

c. Other extenuating circumstances beyond the contractor’s control, as determined by 

Washburn County. 

d. Market conditions will generally not be used as a determining factor for waiver. 

8. A denial of waiver may be appealed by making a request to the Forestry, Parks and Recreation 

Committee prior to the opening of timber sale bids. 
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1020.12 BLANKET PERFORMANCE BOND POLICY 

 

January 18, 2012 

Timber Sale Policies for Washburn County Forest 

 

The Washburn County Forestry Committee has adopted a policy that allows for “blanket” or “umbrella” 

performance deposits that cover all bidding and timber sale activity on the county forest.  In addition, 

those contractors holding Master Logger certificates are now offered the option to request the use of 

30-day payment terms for timber sale invoices.  Effective February 17, 2010, the following policies 

became effective: 

 

Timber sale contractors holding multiple contracts with Washburn County may submit a single bond, 

deposit or letter of credit to cover all timber sale contract activities (including bidding) on the 

Washburn County Forest.  Rate schedules are as follows: 

 

Gross Contract Values  Master Logger Deposit Other Logger Deposit 

$0 – 250,000    $20,000   $25,000 

$250,000-500,000   $30,000   $45,000 

$500,000-750,000   $40,000   $65,000 

$750,000-1,000,000   $50,000   $85,000 

$1,000,000 +    $60,000 (max)  $100,000 (max) 

 

Other stipulations: 

 Bond or deposit covers all timber sale activity and may be drawn upon at any time by Washburn 

County. 

 Bonds or letters of credit must be issued for a minimum effective time period of 2 years, but may 

be revised to increase the coverage amount at any time. 

 Cancellations or reductions of the performance deposit or bond require a 90-day notice to 

Washburn County. 

 Blanket bonds are voluntary but Washburn County reserves the right to reject or refuse any 

request to use a blanket bond. 

 If it is necessary to draw funds from a letter of credit or a bond, Washburn County will offer the 

opportunity to make cash payment.   
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 Unless specifically directed by the Forestry Committee, Washburn County will require 

contractors to replace the blanket bond with individual 10% bonds on each sale if Washburn 

County is required to draw from the blanket letter or bond.    

 If funds are drawn, the original full value of the bond or deposit shall be restored immediately.  

Failure to restore the original full value will result in draft of the entire value and revocation of 

the timber sale contracts. 

 For contractors with high numbers of timber sale contracts, Washburn County reserves the right 

to require additional performance bonds or deposits if, in the opinion of the County Forest 

Administrator, contract activity is likely to exceed the blanket performance deposit value. 

 Master Loggers also eligible to request 30 day payment terms on billing. 

 Failure to submit payments within the 30-day payment window will result in the loss of the 30 

day billing privilege.   

 In addition to the above listed criteria and penalties, Washburn County may report any violations 

to the Master Logger program. 

 Non Master Loggers are eligible for 30 day payment terms by issuing a letter of credit, in 

addition to the performance deposit, to Washburn County as a surety in place of advance 

stumpage payments.  This line of credit must be a minimum of 40% of the timber sale value or a 

higher value as determined by Washburn County.  A higher value, if needed, would be 

determined based on an estimate of monthly timber value.  If 30 day payment terms are not 

complied with, the Forestry Committee will determine if the sale is delinquent and take action to 

draw against the letter of credit. 
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1020.13 LATE PAYMENTS POLICY 

Revised Timber Sale Payment Terms and Policies 

Established by Forestry Committee, March 21, 2007, revised July 21, 2010  

 

The following payment policies apply to all timber sale activity occurring on Washburn County timber 

sales after April 1, 2007. 

 

Current policy requires that the value of any wood removed from a timber sale be covered by an advance 

stumpage payment.  Current payment terms require 40% advance before starting, and a 40% and 20% 

payment as advances are drawn down.  This policy also allows for 40% or minimum payments of 

$10,000.  This policy remains in place and is not altered by the new payment terms. 

 

Policy: 

1. Payment terms are 10 business days for all billings.  Payments not received within 10 business 

days of date of mailing or request from Forestry office are considered delinquent. 

2. All timber sale activity may be automatically suspended upon delinquency of any payment.  Any 

timber sale activity occurring after suspension is considered breach of contract. Any wood 

harvested or removed from the timber sale site after suspension is considered as timber theft in 

accordance with 943.20 of Wis. Statutes. 

3. For delinquent payment balances (wood value removed in excess of advance stumpage), an 

interest rate of .0658% per day (2% per month) will be assessed on the outstanding debt for each 

day the payment is delinquent.  The interest rate will be applied only to negative balances (wood 

value in excess of payments). 

4. Interest accrues daily and compounds monthly.  Interest begins to accrue on the 11th business 

day after billing. 

5. Purchasers wishing to continue harvesting operations after delinquencies are made current will 

be issued lock box tickets in increments that equal advance payments.  Ticket numbers will be 

assigned to that sale.  Ticket value will be assigned by dividing the total sale value by the 

estimated number of truckloads on the sale.  Any lock box tickets used not matching those 

assigned to the sale will be charged at a rate of double stumpage. This provision may also be 

required at any time, upon the discretion of the Forest Administrator or Forestry Committee. 

6. 30-day payment terms on wood removal will be permitted upon submission of a 100% 

(estimated sale value) performance deposit, in the form of cash or irrevocable letter of credit. 

Master Loggers are eligible to request 30-day payment terms without additional performance 

deposit values.  Interest begins to accrue for 30-day payment terms on the 31st day after billing. 

7. Authorized 30-day contractors will be billed based on mill scale slips received by the Forestry 

office.  Payments are to be received within 30 days of the date listed on the billing statement or 

invoice. 
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1000-67 
 

1020.14 TIMBER SALE 2460 FORM NARRATIVE TEMPLATE 

 
 TIMBER SALE NOTICE AND CUTTING REPORT 

  Form 2460-001A Rev. 01-10 

Region    
 

Property Code    
 

County  
  

Tract Number       

NOR 6600 Washburn  Sale Number        

 

    15. NARRATIVE        

 
 

Ecological Landscape:        

IRMU Landscape Considerations:        

Soil Type(s):       

Habitat Classification:       

Topography:  Level    Gentle Rolling    Moderate Slopes    Steep Slopes         

Silviculture- Stand history, description, objective, silvicultural system & prescription:  

      

Regeneration Needs:        

Merchantability Standards:  4” Top    2” Top    Whole Tree    Other         

Biomass Suitability:  Yes    No         

Roads, Access, & Landings:       

Skidding / Seasonal Restrictions: Yes   No (If yes insert comments)         

Private Boundary Line Established-Date:           N/A   Landowner Contact:  Yes    No Trespass 

Concerns:         

 
 

Green Tree Retention:       

Invasive Species Evaluation:       

Insect/Disease Concern(s):       

Wildlife Action Plan / Species of Greatest Conservation Need:  The County Forest Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan contains a list of wildlife species that benefit from the individual types of management that occur on the three 

ecological landscapes within the forest.  This provides information and guidance to better understand the 

relationships between forestry activities and wildlife. 

Conservation Opportunity Area (COA): Yes   No   (If yes, identify COA)        

Results of NHI (Natural Heritage Inventory) Review:       

Forest Chemical Use? Yes   No   -   If yes, list chemical:       

 
 

Lake, Stream or wetland within sale or impacted by sale?  Yes    No   (If yes insert comments)         

Chpt.30 Permits Needed?  Yes    No         

 
 

Aesthetic Considerations  Yes    No   - (If yes, explain)          

Operational Modifications (seasonality, sale size, big tree mgmt., species diversity, slash):       

 
 

Snag, Den, and Mast Tree Retention:  Yes    N/A             

Game Openings:  Yes    N/A         

 
 

Recreation Impacted?  Yes    No         

  a. General Sale Description, Objectives and Prescription 

  b. Ecological Considerations 

  c. Water Quality Considerations; Stream crossings, Drainages, Wetlands, Riparian corridors,  

  d. Aesthetic Considerations 

  e. Wildlife Considerations 

  f. Recreation Considerations (Trails, Campgrounds, Parks, Wild River,  etc) 
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Recreation Stakeholder Contacted?  Yes    No           

Signage Needed:  Yes    No         

 
 

Results of Cultural Review:       

Field Crew:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  g. Resources of Special Concern Considerations (Archaeological / Historical Review) 
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1020.15 DISABILITY PERMIT 

Washburn County Forestry Department               Application for Disability Permit 

                   to use motor vehicle in closed area 

 
Note: Only Class A or Class C permit holders as defined in s. 29.09(9)(a)2, Wis. Stats., are eligible for this permit.  If you are not in 

possession of a current Class A or Class C permit, you must first apply for and obtain one before receiving this permit.  Please read all 
conditions of this permit listed on the front and back of this form before applying. 

 

 
 

               Applicants Name                        Drivers License Number 

 
 

               Street or Route                                                                                 Home Telephone Number 
 

 

               City, State, Zip Code                                 Class A or Class C Permit Number 
 

 

               Date of Birth                Color Eyes             Color Hair             Weight          Height             Sex 
 

 

 
 

 

**These permits are area specific.  Application must be made as an access                
route from point to point.  Please indicate the legal description and provide 

a brief sketch of the road to be used. 

 
 

Section______  T_____N-R____W;  ______________________ township. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Description of intended activities or desired uses of property (this should include specific areas and times of year you wish to exercise this 
permit) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

List all vehicles you wish to use under authorization of this permit.  Include license or registration number and make, model and year. 

 License or Registration             Description 

          

 

       
 

 

 
 

This permit allows one passenger to accompany permit holder to act as an assistant.  The passenger is not permitted to take part in the activities 

described on this permit and may act as an assistant only if named below.  Please provide the name and address of potential assistants. 
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Please read all of the general conditions on the back of this form and sign where indicated. 

 

1. This Permit may only be issued to those applicants holding a Class A or Class C disability permit from the State of Wisconsin.  If you are 
not in possession of a Class A or Class C disability permit, you must first apply for and obtain one from the State of Wisconsin using form 

2300-105. 
2. Permits are valid for one year. 
3. This permit must be in the applicant’s possession while operating a motor vehicle under the conditions of this permit. A copy of this 

permit must also be displayed in a visible fashion on the dash of any vehicle parked at the access point. 
4. Permits will not be issued for “most restricted” areas as defined in the Washburn County Integrated Resource Management Plan.  These 

are defined as Totogatic Park, Leisure Lake, DeRosier, Cedar Creek, Village, Nordic, Birchwood Canoe, Welsh Lake, and Silent Woods 

units.  (Units 3, 7, 18, 24, 25, 28, & 29). 
5. Permits may be issued for established roads and trails only.  Cross-country travel is not allowed. 
6. Permits are issued for a specific access to and from a point, not for a general area.  Motor vehicle travel is only allowed on the route 

defined on the map, which is made part of this document. 
7. If the approved access point is through a gate, the permittee will provide a lock, which will be locked into the County Forest lock.  This 

will allow for access for both the permittee and County Forest Personnel.  
8. Vehicles used under this permit may not be operated in excess of normal walking speed. 

9. The permit holder is allowed only one passenger to assist his or her activities.  This passenger is not permitted to participate in the 
activities for which the motorized access is desired.  For example, if the permittee has applied for hunting access, the passenger may assist 

but not hunt. 
10. Permit may be issued for any legal activity on the County Forest, but access may be restricted seasonally or for other pertinent reasons.  

Permits will be automatically suspended from April 1 – May 31. 

11. Washburn County may deny any permit application in cases including but not limited to potential for environmental damage, active timber 
sales, sensitive areas, and safety concerns. 

12. Violations to the terms of this permit will immediately render this permit null and void and subject the permittee to the terms of the 
Washburn County Owned Lands Ordinance and corresponding citations and forfeitures. 

 

 

Signature of applicant          Date Signed 

 

 
(Map to be inserted below by Washburn County) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leave this section blank – to be used by Washburn County Forestry Department                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

        Approved       Denied   (if approved, see specific conditions listed below.)                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Specific Conditions (authorized by County Forest Administrator) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

            Permit expiration date 

 
 

  County Forest Administrator Signature                            Date Signed 

 
 

 
By signing this agreement, the permittee agrees to all the terms and conditions contained herein.  Violations of any of the terms of this 

agreement will immediately render this permit null and void.  Signature required below only after approval of this permit by Washburn 

County. 

     
  Permittee’s Signature          Date signed 

                 

 


